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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STOCKHOLM 4736 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, SW 

SUBJECT: SWEDISH ELECTIONS: AUGUST POLL INDICATES OPPOSITION 
PARTIES CONTINUE TO LEAD BUT WITH REDUCED MARGIN 

1 . BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. SUMMARY. THE EIRST PUBLIC OPINION POLL 
SINCE JUNE OF POLITICAL PARTY PREFERENCE FOR THE 
SEPTEMBER 19 ELECTIONS INDICATES THE THREE OPPOSITION 

OR NON-SOCIALIST PARTIES CONTINUE THEIR LEAD IN VOTER 
SYMPATHY (51 PERCENT) OVER THE SOCIALIST BLOCK 
(47 PERCENT), BUT THE GAP HAS NARROWED SINCE 
THE JUNE FIGURES OF 53.5 PERCENT AND 44.5 PERCENT. 
RESPECTIVELY. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE HIGHLY-RESPECTED SIBO POLL (WHICH ALONE 
FORECAST THE 1975-175 RIKSDAG RESULT IN 1973) 

PUBLISHED ITS EAGERLY-AWAITED AUGUST POLL RESULTS ON 
AUGUST 31. THEY SHOW THAT PALME'S SOCIAL DEMOCRATS, AS 
EXPECTED, HAVE CUT FURTHER INTO THE SUBSTANTIAL LEAD 
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FIRST HALF OF 1976 . SDP GAINS FROM 40.5 TO 42.5 
PERCENT ADDED TO VPK (COMMUNIST) GAINS EROM 4 TO 4.5 
PERCENT, COMBINED WITH A NET LOSS EOR THE OPPOSITION 
OF 2-1/2 PERCENTAGE POINTS. REPRESENT A TOTAL SWING OF 
FIVE PERCENTAGE POINTS IN FAVOR OF THE SOCIALIST BLOCK 
SINCE THE JUNE POLL. 

3. THE AUGUST POLL FIGURES WERE AS FOLLOWS (WITH 
COMPARISONS TO JUNE 1976, AUGUST 1973 AND ACTUAL 
1973 ELECTION RESULTS): 

AUGUST JUNE AUGUST ELECTION 
1976 1976 1973 1973 


MODERATE 

PARTY 17 

19 

14.5 

14.3 

LIBERAL PARTY 

12 

13 

11 9.4 

CENTER PARTY 

22 

21.5 

25 25.1 

SOCIAL DEMO- 
CRATIC PARTY 

42.5 

40.5 

41 43.6 

VPK 4.5 

4 

5.5 

5.3 

OTHERS 2 

2 

3 


NO 

PREFERENCE 

2.5 

3.5 

6 


4. BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. COMMENT: THE LATEST 
PARTY PREEERENCE FIGURES REINFORCED THE GENRAL VIEW 
IN SWEDEN THAT THE RESULTS OF THE SEPTEMBER 19 
CONTEST WILL BE EXTREMELY CLOSE WITH CONTROL OF THE 
NEXT GOVERNMENT A MATTER OE A HANDFUL OF SEATS 
MAJORITY IN THE RIKSDAG. POLITICAL LEADERS HAVE YET 
TO COMMENT ON THE SIEO POLL, BUT EMBASSY BELIEVES 
THERE IS REASON FOR ALL PARTIES TO BE LESS THAN 
PLEASED WITH RESULTS, EXCEPT PERHAPS THE COMMUNIST VPK. 
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THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATS, WHOSE PARTY AND TRADE UNION 
MACHINES ARE IN THE MIDST OF THEIR GREATEST ELECTION 
EFFORT IN HISTROY, MAY BE A BIT CONCERNED THAT THEIR 
GAIN OVER THE PAST THREE MONTHS HAS BEEN A MERE 
TWO PERCENTAGE POINTS. AT THE SAME TIME, THE SDP 
MUST VIEW WITH SOME RELIEF THE HALF PERCENTAGE POINT GAIN 
REGISTERED BY THE VPK SINCE, SHOULD THE COMMUNIST TOTAL 
OF 4.5 PERCENT BE REFLECTED IN THE ACTUAL ELECTION 
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RESULT, THE COMMUNISTS WILL BE REPRESENTED AGAIN IN 
THE RIKSDAG AND WILL BE ABLE TO LEND REQUIRED 
PARLIAMENTARY SUPPORT TO THE SDP IN THE BATTLE TO 
RETAIN GOVERNMENT CONTROL. WITHOUT SUCH VPK SUPPORT, 
OP COURSE, IT IS WIDELY ASSUMED THAT THE SDP'S 44- YEAR 
REIGN OP GOVERNMENT LEADERSHIP WILL END, AT LEAST 
TEMPORARILY. 

5. SHARING THE GREATEST DISAPPOINTMENT PERHAPS ARE 
THE LIBERAL AND MODERATE (CONSERVATIVE) PARTIES 
WHOSE LEADERS, PER AHLMARK AND GOSTA BOHMAN, 
RESPECTIVELY, HAVE LED WELL-ORGANIZED, WELL-PUBLICIZED 
CAMPAIGNS BUT WHO NEVERTHELESS HAVE SEEN THEIR 
SUPPORT DROP IN THE THREE MONTHS SINCE JUNE. 

AHLMARK, PARTICULARLY, WHO HAS SURPACED AS ONE OF THE 
MOST STRINGING AND EPPECTIVE CRITICS OP THE SOCIAL 
DEMOCRATS IN THE CAMPAIGN, MUST VIEW HIS PARTY'S LOSS 
(TO 12 PERCENT OP THE TOTAL) AS A BITTER PILL. 

6. THE NEXT AND LAST SIPO POLL WILL BE RELEASED JUST 
BEFORE THE ELECTIONS ON SEPTEMBER 19. THE 
PASCINATING QUESTION WILL BE WHETHER THE NON-SOCIALISTS 
CAN MAINTAIN THEIR PRESENT POUR PERCENT LEAD OVER THE 
SDP AND THE VPK OR WHETHER THE EXPERIENCE OP 1973 

WILL BE REPEATED WHEN THE SOCIALIST BLOCK JUST BARFLY 
OVERCAME A SIMILAR OPPOSITION POUR PERCENT LEAD IN 
THE LAST THREE WEEKS OF THE CAMPAIGN. 

SMITH 
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